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Jocelyn G. Boyd, Esquire 
Chief Clerk/ Administrator 

October 8, 2015 

The Public Service Commission of South Carolina 
101 Executive Center Drive, Suite 100 
Columbia SC 29210 

Heather Shirley Smith 
Deputy General Counsel 

Duke Energy 
40 W Broad Street 

Suite 690 
Greenville , SC 29601 

0 864.370.5045 
f 864 370 5183 

heather smith@duke-energy com 

Re: Background Information Relevant to the Commission's August 27, 2015 Public 
Hearing on Duke Energy's Foothills Transmission and Substation Project - 45-
Mile Transmission Line between Asheville, N.C., Power Plant and New 
Substation Near Campobello, S.C., Docket No.: 2015-305-E 
and 
Duke Energy Carolinas: Foothills Transmission and Substation Project- 45-Mile 
Transmission Line Between Asheville, NC, Power Plant and New Substation 
Near Campobello, SC, ND-2015-20-E 

Dear Mrs. Boyd: 

As information, please find attached a press release that Duke Energy issued today at 
1 :00 p.m. You will see this press release describes important project updates on the Western 
Carolinas Modernization Project. In addition to emails and other communications to interested 
parties, we are sending letters containing this information to property owners within 500 feet of 
the centerline for the study corridors of the alternate routes as well as property owners adjacent 
to the proposed new Campobello substation site. 

If you have any questions about this, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

Heather Shirley Smith 

Enclosures 

cc: C. Dukes Scott, Office of Regulatory Staff 
Mr. Jeffrey M. Nelson Esq. Office of Regulatory Staff 
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Duke Energy working through public comments on Foothills 
Transmisson Line; project update planned for early November 

• More time is needed to continue to carefully consider more than 9,000 
comments received on the proposed transmission line and create a 
solution to deliver cleaner, reliable power to Western Carolinas 

• The company is looking at all options that can meet the region's power 
demand over the next 10 to 15 years - including possible alternatives to the 
transmission line, Campobello substation and the configuration of the 
proposed Asheville natural gas power plant 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. - In order to carefully consider the thousands of comments related 
to the siting of the proposed 230-kilovolt Foothills Transmission Line and Campobello 
substation, Duke Energy is extending its review process until early November. 

"Our goal is to have the best possible plan with the least impact on property owners, the 
environment and the communities we serve," said Robert Sipes, general manager of 
delivery operations for the Western Carolinas. "Concerns about the transmission line 
and substation - and the potential impact on tourism and mountain views we all enjoy -
are significant. 

"We want the thousands of property owners and others to know we are listening , and 
we very much appreciate their patience," Sipes added. "The job for the Duke Energy 
team is to offer solutions to as many concerns as we can, including possible alternatives 
to the transmission line and substation, while also meeting the region's growing 
expectation for cleaner and reliable power." 

Sipes noted that the overall modernization plan is addressing a very real problem that is 
not going away. Power demand, particularly on the coldest and hottest days of the year, 
will continue to grow, and the region's electrical infrastructure must be upgraded to meet 
that increased demand. 

Since 1970, peak power demand has increased by more than 360 percent in Duke 
Energy Progress' western region, which serves 160,000 customers in nine Western 
North Carolina counties. Ensuring power reliability was particularly difficult during the 
winters of 2014 and 2015, when peak demand was 30 percent higher than in 2013. 
Over the next decade, continued population and business growth is expected to 
increase overall power demand by 15 percent. 
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team is to offer solutions to as many concerns as we can, including possible alternatives
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Sipes noted that the overall modernization plan is addressing a very real problem that is
not going away. Power demand, particularly on the coldest and hottest days of the year,
will continue to grow, and the region's electrical infrastructure must be upgraded to meet
that increased demand.

Since 1970, peak power demand has increased by more than 360 percent in Duke
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This effort includes the early retirement of Asheville's coal plant, replacing it with a much 
cleaner natural gas plant and adding solar generation to the Asheville Power Plant site. 

The proposed natural gas plant is expected to produce electricity less expensively than 
the existing coal plant - which is often dispatched to ensure the region's power reliability 
even when it is not economical. These savings will be shared with customers across 
North Carolina and South Carolina through Duke Energy's joint dispatch and fuel 
purchasing agreement. This allows Duke Energy Carolinas and Duke Energy Progress 
to collectively dispatch power plants and purchase fuel as efficiently as possible. Since 
the companies merged in July 2012, this has saved customers more than $520 million. 

The new gas plant will significantly reduce air emissions and water use at the Asheville 
power plant site. It also will enable the company to cancel plans for new coal-ash 
handling systems and a smaller and less efficient oil-fired power plant because these 
projects will no longer be necessary. 

For more information about the Foothills transmission project, see the company's 
website at: https://www.duke-enerqy.com/western-carolinas-modernization/foothills.asp. 

For more information about the company's proposals to replace its Asheville coal plant 
with a cleaner and more efficient natural gas plant and other related projects, see 
http://www.duke-energy.com/western-carolinas-modernization/ 

About Duke Energy 
Duke Energy is the largest electric power holding company in the United States. Its 
regulated utility operations serve approximately 7.3 million electric customers located in 
six states in the Southeast and Midwest. Its commercial power and international energy 
business segments own and operate diverse power generation assets in North America 
and Latin America , including a growing portfolio of renewable energy assets in the 
United States. 

Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Duke Energy is a Fortune 250 company traded on the 
New York Stock Exchange under the symbol DUK. More information about the 
company is available at duke-energy.com. 

Follow Duke Energy on Twitter, Linkedln and Facebook. 
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